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INTEGRATION INTO THE GLOBAL INFORMATION SPACE
 AS AN ESSENTIAL PART OF THE CIVILIZED

 DEVELOPMENT OF UKRAINE
In this article, the peculiarities of Ukraine’s integration into the global information space are analyzed. This integration is seen as a factor 

of civilization development of Ukraine.

One of the state policy directions of Ukraine, despite being 
on mercy of different, sometimes contradictory political blocs, 
is the integration into the European community. Effi ciency and 
speed of this process depend on many factors; one of the 
most prominent is an independent national information space.

In recent years, special attention to the studies of the 
information society, the infl uence of the media or, as they 
say today – communication media, on the social and political 
consciousness of citizens was paid in the works of Ukrainian 
scientists V.Bebyk, O.Zernetska, A.Moskalenko, H.Pocheptsov, 
A.Ruchko. They created a methodological basis of the theoreti-
cal outlines of information society and government`s informa-
tion security policy. Substantial changes in modern society, 
globalization of the information activity are analyzed in the 
works of A.Andreeva, T. Bartaschuk, V. Vergun, O.Lytvynenko.

To analyze the processes occurring within the information 
space, we need to clarify the meaning of this term. The concept 
of "information" is of Latin origin and literally is translated as 
"data, message, explanation, giving a form". The concept 
of "space", in its philosophical meaning, is interpreted as 
one of the major objective forms of matter existence, which 
is characterized by the length and volume. Basing on this 
interpretation, the information space is the environment where 
the information exists, and where it is being used and stored. 
According to V.Karpenko, this concept is neither cosmic 
(although air and cosmic space may be and for sure are the 
parts of information fi eld), nor geographical (although the area 
is its integral part), nor technical (though it is impossible to 
imagine it without the scientifi c and technical progress), nor 
economic (although it is tightly connected with economy and 
is its important component). This concept is socio-political and 
includes both territorial, space, technical, economic factors 
and human one, as public information is intended for people, 
people are its customers, without them it loses its meaning. [2]

Regardless of the form of government and territorial 
structure, every state has its own information space, and its 
fullness depends on these factors. Thus, the information fi eld 
borders are usually identifi ed with geographic boundaries of 
the country, covering the national territory, the waters, air-

space, and all spheres of society. For example, the media in 
several countries that are the major players in the information 
environment, often give different information concerning the 
same event. No wonder, any objectivity is subjective. Every 
state must express its national interests. However, this situa-
tion is acceptable only until foreign information object begins 
to threaten national security.

The notions of "national security" and "national interests" 
were fi rst identifi ed by law on the "Concept (fundamentals of 
state policy) of the National Security of Ukraine" adopted by 
the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine [3, p. 5]. It determines the 
protection of national security to be one of the most important 
functions of the state. In this context, information security as 
an integral part of the national security needs its support at 
the state level, because in the whole fi eld of the history of 
human development, information was seen as an important 
military, political, economic and social factor that contributes 
to the development of the state, society and individual in 
the specifi c historical conditions [4]. Therefore, the question 
of Ukraine’s integration into the global information space 
arises, which will allow to affect not only the representation 
of reliable information about the state abroad, but also the 
processes of informing the citizens of Ukraine, with the lowest 
probability of the worldwide events distortion. It is because 
the concept of "integration" means not only penetration, but 
also interpenetration. This process should not be unilateral 
but comprehensive. Another way, it would not be called inte-
gration, but occupation.

For all the years of Ukraine’s independence, there has been 
a trend to occupy our information space by other countries, 
mainly Russia. Despite the offi cial tendency of Ukraine to 
integrate into the world, including information, community, 
today the situation remains diffi cult. Researchers continue 
to ascertain the low presence of the country in the global 
information fi eld and high dependence on foreign countries 
and media organizations. Yes, most of the media, working in 
Ukraine, are based on the foreign capital, and the number of 
national media declines.
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Ukrainian media, unlike Russian and European, cannot 
boast of a large number of foreign news bureaus. As a result – 
the international information space is fi lled with the news mainly 
taken from Russian sources, which often distort the real way 
of things in Ukraine. In addition, today’s media market has a 
"hunger for information" on objective foreign news coverage. 
Under such conditions, the main channel for getting reliable 
information is the Internet, which makes possible to obtain 
information directly from the source. However, here we have 
a range of obstacles. Firstly, not all Ukrainian citizens have 
access to the global network. Secondly, one must know dif-
ferent languages to read foreign articles.

In the light of recent political events, the foreign media 
have the tendency to mention Ukraine as an authoritarian 
criminal state where political repressions take place. From 
January to March 2012, we have been monitoring several 
major media of the leading countries. The study shows that 
the news mostly gave negative information concerning the 
imprisonment of a former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, 
the legal process upon a former Interior Minister Yurij Lutsenko, 
cooling of relations with the European Union, gas talks with 
Russia and Ukraine’s preparations for the Euro 2012. The 
monitoring data are included into the diagram:

As already mentioned, the biggest piece of information 
about Ukraine is received by foreign customers directly and 
proximately from the Russian media. It happened so that 

Russian journalists have unrestricted and sometimes privi-
leged access to the information sources, at the same time 
representatives of other countries have problems with it. The 
fact that on 27 February 2012, they addressed an offi cial letter 
to the President of Ukraine on the complication of rules for 
obtaining accreditation cards and visas only confi rms that.

On 9 May 2011, the amendments to the Law of Ukraine 
"On Information" came into force; they determine that foreign 
media representatives do not require MFA Press Service 
accreditation to work in Ukraine. The changes were intended 
to equate the rights of local and foreign journalists. Due to 
the innovations, foreign journalists have troubles because of 
the absence of a license confi rming their legal residence in 
Ukraine as well as an impressive list of documents required 
to obtain a temporary residence permit, and the complexity 
of their registration and submission. Media workers complain 
that the new accreditation rules signifi cantly complicated their 
work in Ukraine, because now to obtain a visa you must go 
to expenses and take the long trips home, and then back to 
Ukraine, and go through a lengthy registration process.

Incorrect information directly affects the country’s image in 
the international community and causes destabilization of its 
economy, deterioration of cultural, social and other spheres 
of society. Therefore, government representatives are trying 
to boost the confi dence into Ukraine through promotional 
videos, publications, organization of different events, etc. 
However, the money is being spent, and the result is not vis-

ible. Although, in comparison with other countries, Ukraine 
allocates a little sum of money from its budget, besides it is 
unsystematic. E.g. China spends about $ 6 billion a year, 
U.S. – 1.5 $ billion, Russia – 300 $ million on the formation 
of the international images of their countries. 

Today’s society criticizes a lot the quality of the promotional 
material about Ukraine in the context of the amount of money 
spent on it from the budget. For example, an information 
video for Euro 2012 "Switch on Ukraine" cost 4 million hrn, 
and its release on CNN took additional 100 thousand dollars. 
The broadcasting of the sessions of the Verkhovna Rada of 
Ukraine in Europe cost 2 million hrn.

In February 2012, 100 thousand dollars were spent on an 
ad about Ukraine published in the newspaper "Washington 
Post". This print media has a specifi c character (it delivers 
political news, mostly about the White House) and a very limited 
number of consumers. Nobody ever reads the Washington 
Post supplement because it does not contain operational 
information and is not necessarily attached to the main issue of 
the newspaper. This event was organized in order to promote 
the country among foreign tourists in connection with Euro 
2012 in Ukraine. However, it would be better to publish this 
ad in some leading media in Brussels where the major offi ces 
of the biggest publishers in the European Union are based. 

Despite all these negative tendencies in the process of 
Ukraine’s integration into the global information space, there 
is a positive step in this direction. Promo-actions are essential, 
but not the basic components of an information presence of 
the country in the international arena. Such measures have 
a single-step character. Ukraine needs its constant presence 
in the foreign media for an effective integration into the global 
information space. Therefore, Ukrainian national media can 
help to do that along with the diplomatic missions. Their 
accreditation in the host country, participating in press confer-
ences and other public events and promotions assert not only 
the name of the media, but also the state that they represent.

In this context, a great place belongs to the National News 
Agency of Ukraine – Ukrinform. One of the main directions of 
its work according to the Statutes is strengthening Ukraine’s 
image abroad. Ukrinform has its correspondents in Poland, 
France, USA, Bulgaria, Hungary, Germany, Russia, China, 
UAE, and Belgium. After all, reliable and objective informa-
tion from the fi rst source has a large importance both for the 
government and for the entire society.

The broad geography of the Ukrinform news discloses a 
consistent cooperation with such leading news agencies as 
Xinhua (China), BTA (Bulgaria), AzerTAg (Azerbaijan), AA 
(Turkey), Belta (Belarus), Hina (Croatia), MTI (Hungary), 
ITAR-TASS (Russia), BBC, PAP (Poland) and others. Totally, 
Ukrinform sends daily information to about 50 foreign agen-
cies. In addition, Ukrinform founded the Information Centre 
"Ukraine-2012", aimed to provide information to Ukrainian 
and foreign representatives, including the media, about the 
preparation and hosting of the football championship 2012 
in Ukraine.

It should be noted that the foreign legislation requires a 
strict liability for copyright compliance, so it is usual for most 
countries to receive information from the trusted and reliable 
sources on condition of its advanced paying. If the Ukrainian 
information market consumer is used to get the news for free 
from the electronic media, in other countries, especially of the 
European Union, only titles and/or leads of the articles are 
available. To read the full material you should buy it. It is wrong 
to think that the global network makes it possible to obtain 
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information from any corner of the world, paying only for the 
Internet provider. Therefore, the international Ukrinform activity 
as of a national news agency is very important for not only 
spreading the information about Ukraine, but also for getting 
known the news from abroad. The multilateral media news 
exchange is having place completing the main condition of 
integration into the information space – comprehensiveness 
and information exchange.

Today, the official presence of Ukraine in the global 
information space is also provided by the National State TV 
and Radio Company "World Service" Ukrainian Television 
and Radio "(UTR). International cooperation in the fi eld of 
information is based on the number of contracts.

In addition, on 21 October 2010, National Television Com-
pany of Ukraine and Euronews have signed a license agree-
ment on the launch of a twenty-four-hour version of Ukrainian 
Euronews since 24 August 2011, which is one of the most 
respected global information channels [1]. Broadcasting of 
the Ukrainian version of Euronews is a trendy media project 
in the framework of European integration of Ukraine, which 
provides the increased presence of Ukraine in the European 
and global information spaces to the full satisfaction of the 
Ukrainian society – citizens of Ukraine, as well as citizens 
of other countries, who are the native Ukrainian language 
speakers and have the right to receive information in their 
native language. The Ukrainian broadcasting of Euronews also 
promotes European values among the Ukrainian population 
and contributes to the unifi cation of Ukrainian society around 
the idea of European integration of Ukraine for the progress 
and development of Ukraine as a European country.

Another source of information about Ukraine in the world is 
the media diaspora. Major countries are making great efforts 
to support its immigrants, including providing fi nancial assis-
tance. The Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, by the resolution of 
February 8, 2012 № 102, approved the use of funds allocated 
in the national budget for the fi nancial support of a positive 
image of Ukraine and the implementation of measures to sup-
port connections with Ukrainians living abroad. In particular, 
332 thousand hrn were given to the communities overseas 

for releasing the periodicals, preparation and production of 
TV and radio programs, publications on Ukrainian themes 
in the media abroad, supporting of the Internet resources of 
such communities.

Yet, based on a comprehensive analysis of the results of 
this study, we can conclude that the role and place of Ukraine 
in the global information space does not correspond to its 
geopolitical position, scientifi c and technical capabilities and 
national interests. Most of the information about Ukraine in 
the foreign media is negative. The reason is that a great 
amount of news about Ukraine enters the international com-
munity from Moscow, where offi ces of the biggest on the 
post-Soviet space media are represented. Besides, an active 
and relatively well-planned information policy of Russia also 
plays an important role, the part of which is also a creation 
of a favorable international image of Ukraine.

Distribution of distorted, inaccurate and biased informa-
tion in the global information space is a threat to the national 
information security in Ukraine. Therefore, the government 
should make every effort to protect personal information 
space and its active integration into the world one. Support 
for the national media, the media diaspora, creating equal 
conditions for foreign journalists are the essential elements on 
the path to independence and credibility of information. These 
are the things, which directly infl uence the processes within 
the country, including the number and size of investments, 
business development, tourist fl ow, and other.

1. Ukraine breaks in European information space. There are the counted 
days to that [Internet resource] // The First National TV-channel: http://1tv.
com.ua/uk/about/news/2011/08/05/6630. 2. Karpenko V. Information policy 
and security [Internet resource] / V. Karpenko // Ukrainian life in Sevastopol: 
http://ukrlife.org/main/karp/bezpeka13.htm. 3. The Concept (fundamentals of 
state policy) of the National Security of Ukraine from January 6, 1997 № 3/97 
VR // The Voice of Ukraine. – 1997. – February 4, 1997. – P. 5. 4. Modern 
mass-informative situation. World processes and faces of journalism in Ukraine 
[Internet resource] // Educational portal of Ukraine: http://ru.osvita.ua/vnz/reports/
journalism/25659/. 5. Fljur O. M. Modern information society / O. M. Fljur // 
Actual problems of international relations – Issue № 40. Part ІI – KYIV: Taras 
Shevchenko National University of Kyiv; the Institute of International Relations, 
2003. – P. 32–36. 


