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COLONIAL AND POSTCOLONIAL ISSUES IN THE UKRAINIAN
 DISCOURSE: SOME ASPECTS OF THE ANALYSIS

The named paper analyzes the colonial and postcolonial studies in contemporary Ukrainian discourse

One of the important areas to modern Social and Human 
Sciences of Ukraine are postcolonial studies. It considers 
Ukraine as a colonial and postcolonial phenomenon. However, 
membership of Ukraine among post-colonial countries has 
and still causes some debates among local researchers. 
Meanwhile, according to S. Hrabowsky, the major Western 
Sovietologists never questioned the imperial nature of the 
Soviet state and the colonial status of Ukraine. Nicholas 
Livytsky, PA UNRady Chairman and member of the Central 
Committee of the League of Peoples Liberation Soviet Union, 
noted that "...the power of totalitarian communist regime in 
Moscow is also non-Russian peoples of the Soviet Union. Most 
of these people created their democratic independent state 
after the revolution in Tsarist Russia in 1917, but soon after that 
they had become the victims of aggression by Soviet-Russian 
imperialism. The largest among these peoples is Ukrainian 
people. However, the Ukrainian People’s Republic, whose 
independence was proclaimed on January 22, 1918, was 
one of the fi rst victims of Soviet aggression, and its territory, 
after a continuous three-year war was fi nally occupied by 
the end of 1920 "[6, p. 11]. And further: "In the countries of 
the non-Russian peoples of the USSR dominated regime of 
colonial oppression. National cultures of these peoples, their 
economic and political life is completely subdued to Moscow 
Centre" [6, p. 12].

It should be remembered that "... unlike colonialism at 
the West, where national problems often belonged to the 
category of racial issues and overseas conquests, Russian 
colonialism largely dependent on national identity and the 
expansionist policies of neighbouring countries – says 
researcher of colonialism Eva M Thompson. – The Russian 
military has participated in this process, introducing the 
conquered territories of the Russian narrative presence and 
displacing these territories to their own history and literature, 
had important for them. Russian writers ... support the central 
government for action on how to keep the periphery able to 
speak their own voice and to notify about your own experience 
as a single object of the story, not only as a supplement to 
the centre "[10, p. 19–20].

This phenomenon is most clearly documented in 
Shevchenko’s poetry: everything that is happening in Ukraine 
is "on our – not own land." Displacement of historical relics, 
the destruction of folk memory are an essential condition for 
the existence of the colonized, whether the individual or the 
community as a whole. As a result of such practices formed 
stable fainting people to own history and distorted self- notion.

D. Dontsov in one of his most interesting works, named 
"Unseen Tablets by Kobzar (Mystic Chivalry of Zaporizhzhya)", 
wrote: "... Ukraine has ceased to be a nation state. Why? 
First – because it has "no Sich not be that all managed", that 
is – "disappeared ruling class no longer own power – the fi rst 
sign of the concept of state. Instead self-government – alien 

Moscow "corporals ruled Ukraine." The second sign of the 
nation – its own territory. She was in the Ukraine? Actually – 
no, "Shevchenko this aptly said:" ... we lived "in our, not own 
land." On our and not on its territory. For our steppes Moscow 
were "sold sole Jew and dumbness" and the Ukraine, "that 
Bohdan Lyakhov crushed, bastard Catherine sat locusts" ... in 
our country, but not my land ... "[4, p. 26]. And then Dontsov 
says: "Finally, the third sign of the state of the nation – for 
power, territory – is humanity. Has it? – Also no, because ... 
Ukraine complains that "the sons of a strange work," alien 
invader labourers, servants – not humanity in due terms. 
Population, as well as territory the regime – not our own, 
becomes the property of aggressive hordes "[4, p. 26–27].

Summarizing all the above said, Dontsov draws parallels 
with the more ancient times: "In his sermon Serapion Kyivan, 
saying an attack on Kyiv" people ill and February, "said:" 
Our Strength princes disappeared, destroyed God’s church, 
trampled the holy places "Otherwise ...: as in Shevchenko – 
lost the fi rst sign of the people of the state – its own power 
for the contrite ones political and cultural elite of the nation 
... Next: "our village overgrown weeds" (Ukraine "weed was 
covered" in Shevchenko), "our land become prey to strangers" 
(we were "on our not own land" in Shevchenko) – disappeared 
the second award of the nation-state’s own territory. Finally, 
"our work took strangers" (our people "in a strange work" in 
Shevchenko). There was the third element of the concept of 
the state – free people "[4, p. 27].

The essence of imperialism is well exposed by modern 
scholar E. Said in the book "Culture and Imperialism". He 
writes: "In my work the term" imperialism "means the practice. 
Theory and becoming the dominant metropolis that manages 
a remote area ... Quoting Michael Doyle: "Empire – a formal or 
informal relationship in which one state controls the effective 
political sovereignty of another political society. This control 
can be achieved by force, political collaboration or economic, 
social or cultural dependence. Imperialism – is merely a whole 
process or policy establishing or maintaining empire "... In 
our own time, mainly colonialism ended. Imperialism, as we 
shall see, delayed in its usual place – in the general cultural 
fi eld and in specifi c political, ideological, economic and social 
practices "[9, p. 44].

Colonial totalitarianism, as noted by E. Said, unlike classical 
imperialism does not allow in its territorial and cultural criticism 
within dekolonialniy exist except in the form of dissent. Instead 
classic colonialism somewhat assumed its internal criticism, 
though not tolerated it. "A relevant and tangible adjustment 
approaches and understandings in order to establish the 
contribution of decolonization, cultural resistance and 
opposition on Imperialism in literature Modernism – says E. 
Said. – Although, as I said, the adjustment has not happened by 
the end, we have suffi cient grounds to consider that it started. 
Today, many speeches in defence of the West are actually 
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defensive in nature, recognizing in such a way that the old 
imperial ideas thrown a serious challenge to work, traditions 
and culture of poets, scientists, political leaders from Africa, 
Asia and the Caribbean. Moreover, what Foucault called 
oppressed knowledge, burst into space once controlled, so 
to speak, the Judeo-Christian tradition. Those of us who live 
in the West, were deeply impressed by the amazing infl ux 
of high-grade.

literature and research of post-colonial world – a region 
that already can not be called "one of the dark spots on 
earth,"- as in the famous description of Conrad and places 
of outstanding cultural achievements . Now talk about Garcia 
Marquez, Salman Rushdie, Carlos Fuentes, grade Achebe, 
Wole Shoyinku, Faiz Ahmad Faiz and many other means to 
talk about a very new emerging culture impossible without 
the previous work of its advocates as S.L.R. James, George 
Antoniyus, Edward Vilmont Blayden, V.E.B. Dubois, Jose 
Marti "[9, p. 342].

Specifi city postcolonial situation is characterized by the fact 
that post-imperial authors of "third world" are in themselves 
their past – "... as scars of humiliating wounds, as incitement 
to different behaviours, as possibly revised vision of the past, 
which tend to postcolonial future, as experience that provided 
for the needs to re-interpret and deployment experience, which 
once silent native speaks and acts on territory taken from the 
colonizer during the general resistance movement "[9, p. 301].

S. Hrabowski writes: "Modern imperialism had formed 
the modern world. Modern imperialism, according E. Said 
created a globalized world. The history of colonial conquest 
and anti-colonial liberation struggle was the main motive for 
the cultural development of mankind. Twentieth century, which 
falls at the end of Ukraine’s liberation from colonial rule and 
the formation of an independent self-govermental state on 
its lands, was not except" [3, p. 282–283].

Modern science can not pay attention to Western 
and Oriental mutual, says E.Sayid. We consider "...the 
interdependence of cultural terrains in which colonizer and 
colonized co-existed and battled through projections, rival 
geographer, narratives and stories means overlook the most 
signifi cant of the world last century" [9, p. 24].

The researcher believes that the appeal to the past is one 
of the most common strategies for interpreting the present. 
It analyzes the past stimulates discussion about various 
infl uences, guilt and assessment of current circumstances 
and future priorities.

Not accidental and constant is to reference to the colonial 
past of modern Ukraine. An impact assessment of the existence 
of the Ukrainian state was and remains one of the urgent 
problems of humanities studies.

Famous Ukrainian historian M. Braychevsky wrote: "Raising 
the question of annexation of Ukrainian lands tsarism as a great 
blessing for the Ukrainian nation emerged in our historiography, 
not in isolation. She was part of a more general concept that 
one of Ukrainian historians very aptly called "theory of the 
messianic role of Russia." This theory is nothing more than 
acute relapse chauvinism in Soviet historical science 40-50 
years" [2, p. 12].

Even tougher evaluates colonial past Ukraine Diaspora 
researcher M.Myronenko: "As a result of long-term occupation 
of the enemy of the Ukrainian nation every reason to principles 
of national life in a high degree destroyed, distorted or 
degenerated and more or less replaced by equivalents of 
occupier. This created chaos in the midst of spiritual, moral, 
cultural, social and economic grounds of nation‘s existence 

created a becoming into chaos inner self of the nation, 
including and especially in its upper, predominantly urban 
community population.

These circumstances are favourable to hostile acts in 
various segments of life in the middle of the nation. This 
complicates the national liberation struggle of internal 
sabotage enemy, its fi fth column in the area of spiritual life, 
culture, social and economic relations and merges with the 
front direct armed revolutionary struggle as its extension in 
the middle of the nation"[8, p. 10–11].

Earlier Lesya Ukrainka comment was critical about the 
oppression of Ukraine: "shame and sorrow for my country just 
chews me (this not a phrase, believe) and I never thought that 
in my heart there is a large stock of anger. I do not know what 
I would do, when he returned to Russia, the very thought of ce 
prison life dries my heart. I do not know about anyone else, 
but I can not stand silently unfree life. Not without reason I 
learned English, So I mean, reading the works of the great 
writers of English XVII century. Think: why I do not live in 
those period of time though that since the XIX century, when 
we are so pathetically lost and even in silence?" [7 , p. 174].

All dramas Lesya Ukrainka sounds "...motive corrupt 
influence of slavery on the national collective morality 
oppressed people, ... destruction customary, philosophical 
foundations of national life in captivity" [7, p. 179].

In this situation there is a basis for transcoding established 
identity in some new quality, "single Soviet people", which in 
turn is a certain ideological construct. The condition of such 
a new quality becomes a de facto rejection of their own as 
ethnic (erase ethnic differences), and national origin. "This 
Soviet system most of the historical time realized the empire 
rather than national-ethnic as ideological type – ideocratic. 
Unlike the fi rst type of Empires (British, Spanish, German 
(Second Reich), Russia by 1917 and others), ideocratic Empire 
does not directly provide ethnic domination of one nation 
over others. She insists – in the case of the Soviet Union – 
the "international friendship of peoples", in other cases – a 
very similar motivation, allegedly based on the unity of the 
fundamental interests of the public ... and then creates a new 
historical community – the "great Aryan nation," "the great 
Soviet people", "large Yugoslav nation", etc." [3, p. 282–283].

Modern domestic researcher V. Borysenko analyzes the 
current state of awareness of some social groups in Ukraine 
are nostalgic for the Soviet colonial past: "Sometimes you 
can hear nostalgic words, especially the older generation, 
the collective farm" happy "life. Of course, these people 
now live hard and lonely. They can not understand that the 
kind of life led them not independence of Ukraine and the 
previous history of the Soviet destruction of the human spirit. 
Destroying Ukrainian traditions entity, theft, decline of industry, 
this inevitably led to further collapse. The current standard 
of living in Ukraine is not the fault of independence, but the 
result of Soviet colonial policy "[1, p. 180].

Feature of post-colonial societies are developed phobia 
actions willed and powerful individual efforts. One example 
of this reality can serve and attitudes toward feminism and 
gender issues in Ukraine. Even those who are considered 
intellectual feminists, criticize women’s aspirations to power, 
N. Zborowsky wrote: "Imagine a society of reduced social 
functionality Ukrainian man, active female power. By the 
way is this policy of "male-female" in Ukraine support today 
western countries. This is a very good way to destroy national 
spouse. If we go after radical feminism, then we logically fi nally 
destroy Ukrainian masculinity, giving space for Americans, 
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Germans, anyone. If today we are ramping up our subconscious 
female aggression, then from our "soft" Ukrainian men have 
nothing. From them, and so there is nothing left. Therefore, 
it is important to see: how widely promoted the concept of 
"gender equality" fi ts with national and spirituality in general 
with the spiritual evolution of mankind? "[5, p. 132].

Meanwhile, the desire of women to equality – is a desire 
to put their will into real action. And that it is no worse for 
women than for men.

Thus, postcolonial discourse in modern Ukrainian 
humanitarian and social science is the crossectorial direction 
and integral part of the process of decolonization community.
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ETHNO-CULTURAL PROGRESS OF UKRAINIANS
 UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF EUROPEAN

 INTEGRATION’S PROCESSES
Article characterized by features of Ukrainian ethno-cultural progress under the infl uence of European integration processes. The processes 

of formation of new identities are complex and require an active open position and readiness of Ukrainian society to ethnic and cultural 
interaction.

The characteristic features of the XXI century certainly 
are integration processes of globalization, accompanied by 
objective political, economic and sociocultural changes that 
affect the life of the individual and society.

An important part of these changes are also European 
integration processes which increasingly highlight the need 
of theoretical comprehension and special attention in the 
context of ethnic and cultural development of European 
nations. Therefore appeared a necessity to resolve issues 
related to the preservation of their ethnic and cultural identity 
in conditions of erasing ethnic boundaries and spreading of 
mass culture on both global and national levels.

The processes of globalization, on the one hand, are 
destructive, and bring unification of ethnic and cultural 
space, blurring the limits to the supranational level and thus 
endangering the existence of the nation’s state and caus-
ing internal social problems. On the other hand, they are a 
constructive phenomenon because ethnocultural integration 
helps ethnocultural complementarity.

According to Ukrainian researcher L. Aza "Cultural diver-
sity has its advantages. Firstly, the coloration of life is greatly 
enriching. Second, there are potential opportunities of healthy 
competition. And, thirdly, the ability of social systems to adapt is 
increasing, due to the availability of alternative ways of life "[1].

At the present stage of development the Ukrainian society, 
which is spiritually and nationally in the process of revival 
after long-term assimilation and striving to move into a new 
model of development under contemporary globalization 
and European integration processes, has an important 
task – the elaboration of the new mechanisms (models) of 
ethnocultural interaction, which is a considerable component 
in the formation of Ukrainian political nation in particular and 
unifi ed European community in general. It also determines 
the relevance of this article.

Purpose of the article: to trace the impact of European 
integration on the formation and preservation of Ukrainian 
ethnocultural identity.

In the context of the formation of European identity in the 
Ukrainian society, in order to determine the role, place and the 
impact of European integration at the Ukrainian ethnocultural 
originality, special attention should be paid to the works of 
local researchers, such as: M. Shulga [14], N. Panina [10], 
T. Voropaeva [6], N. Pelahesha [11], L. Asa [1], M. Kozlovets 
[7], V. Bakalchuk [4].

However, despite the numerous scientifi c explorations, 
the problem of the nature of modern integration processes 
and their role and place in ethnic and cultural identity is still 
neglected by national scientists.

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, most of the former 
Soviet republics declared their wish and readiness to choose 
European development path with the possibility of further 
integration and the formation of European system of values. 
The integration into the united Europe was declared and it 
became one of the largest foreign policy projects in Ukraine 
as well. However, unlike the offi cial declaration, the actual 
processes of approach to European standards and values   
still are scarce. Thus, European integration processes are 
investigated in scientifi c and political areas mainly in the 
economic and political dimensions. Therefore, such a political 
and economic priority leaves ethnocultural processes of united 
Europe integration aloof. In view of this, the task of our work 
is to determine the place and role of Ukrainian ethnic culture 
in the European integration processes and the impact of the 
last on Ukrainian originality.

Ukraine, on gaining independence, and creating a national 
idea, chose the priorities of formation and development 
of the principles of statehood – political, social, economic, 
cultural and spiritual. Consequently, according to local 
researcher Y. Alekseev, "the formation of the national idea 
through consolidation of nations and society, the formation 
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