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Germans, anyone. If today we are ramping up our subconscious 
female aggression, then from our "soft" Ukrainian men have 
nothing. From them, and so there is nothing left. Therefore, 
it is important to see: how widely promoted the concept of 
"gender equality" fi ts with national and spirituality in general 
with the spiritual evolution of mankind? "[5, p. 132].

Meanwhile, the desire of women to equality – is a desire 
to put their will into real action. And that it is no worse for 
women than for men.

Thus, postcolonial discourse in modern Ukrainian 
humanitarian and social science is the crossectorial direction 
and integral part of the process of decolonization community.
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ETHNO-CULTURAL PROGRESS OF UKRAINIANS
 UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF EUROPEAN

 INTEGRATION’S PROCESSES
Article characterized by features of Ukrainian ethno-cultural progress under the infl uence of European integration processes. The processes 

of formation of new identities are complex and require an active open position and readiness of Ukrainian society to ethnic and cultural 
interaction.

The characteristic features of the XXI century certainly 
are integration processes of globalization, accompanied by 
objective political, economic and sociocultural changes that 
affect the life of the individual and society.

An important part of these changes are also European 
integration processes which increasingly highlight the need 
of theoretical comprehension and special attention in the 
context of ethnic and cultural development of European 
nations. Therefore appeared a necessity to resolve issues 
related to the preservation of their ethnic and cultural identity 
in conditions of erasing ethnic boundaries and spreading of 
mass culture on both global and national levels.

The processes of globalization, on the one hand, are 
destructive, and bring unification of ethnic and cultural 
space, blurring the limits to the supranational level and thus 
endangering the existence of the nation’s state and caus-
ing internal social problems. On the other hand, they are a 
constructive phenomenon because ethnocultural integration 
helps ethnocultural complementarity.

According to Ukrainian researcher L. Aza "Cultural diver-
sity has its advantages. Firstly, the coloration of life is greatly 
enriching. Second, there are potential opportunities of healthy 
competition. And, thirdly, the ability of social systems to adapt is 
increasing, due to the availability of alternative ways of life "[1].

At the present stage of development the Ukrainian society, 
which is spiritually and nationally in the process of revival 
after long-term assimilation and striving to move into a new 
model of development under contemporary globalization 
and European integration processes, has an important 
task – the elaboration of the new mechanisms (models) of 
ethnocultural interaction, which is a considerable component 
in the formation of Ukrainian political nation in particular and 
unifi ed European community in general. It also determines 
the relevance of this article.

Purpose of the article: to trace the impact of European 
integration on the formation and preservation of Ukrainian 
ethnocultural identity.

In the context of the formation of European identity in the 
Ukrainian society, in order to determine the role, place and the 
impact of European integration at the Ukrainian ethnocultural 
originality, special attention should be paid to the works of 
local researchers, such as: M. Shulga [14], N. Panina [10], 
T. Voropaeva [6], N. Pelahesha [11], L. Asa [1], M. Kozlovets 
[7], V. Bakalchuk [4].

However, despite the numerous scientifi c explorations, 
the problem of the nature of modern integration processes 
and their role and place in ethnic and cultural identity is still 
neglected by national scientists.

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, most of the former 
Soviet republics declared their wish and readiness to choose 
European development path with the possibility of further 
integration and the formation of European system of values. 
The integration into the united Europe was declared and it 
became one of the largest foreign policy projects in Ukraine 
as well. However, unlike the offi cial declaration, the actual 
processes of approach to European standards and values   
still are scarce. Thus, European integration processes are 
investigated in scientifi c and political areas mainly in the 
economic and political dimensions. Therefore, such a political 
and economic priority leaves ethnocultural processes of united 
Europe integration aloof. In view of this, the task of our work 
is to determine the place and role of Ukrainian ethnic culture 
in the European integration processes and the impact of the 
last on Ukrainian originality.

Ukraine, on gaining independence, and creating a national 
idea, chose the priorities of formation and development 
of the principles of statehood – political, social, economic, 
cultural and spiritual. Consequently, according to local 
researcher Y. Alekseev, "the formation of the national idea 
through consolidation of nations and society, the formation 
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of the principles of civil society, the strengthening of 
multicultural community in order to solve national problems, 
the implementation of national interest" should become the 
ideology of modern Ukrainian society [2, p. 115].

Thus, according to an opinion poll conducted by the Demo-
cratic Initiative fund in December 2011, still a large number 
of Ukrainian citizens do not feel like Europeans. Only 43.7% 
have more or less positive attitude towards EU integration, 
more than a third (32.9%) negatively assessed the progress 
of Ukraine’s foreign policy, almost a quarter of the popula-
tion (24.3%) chose "hard to say" in their attitudes towards 
European integration processes [9].

It can be assumed that it is connected with some tense 
relations between Ukraine and the EU in 2011, substantiated 
by the statements of the leaders of European institutions as 
for the reduction of democracy and free speech in our country. 
However, obviously, it is not the only problem. According to 
the famous Ukrainian researcher Natalie Panina, "high level 
of insulation and East European national isolationism continue 
to retain in the mass consciousness of the adult Ukrainian 
population. Declarative geopolitical settings on European 
integration somewhat reduce the level of isolationism and 
xenophobia, but do not fundamentally affect the attitude 
towards nations that represent the developed countries of 
Western Europe and America" [10, p. 42].

As noted by another Ukrainian researcher N. Pelahesha, 
"the emergence of the European identity is the result of several 
tendencies and processes. First, it appears as a collective 
identity within a community that is formed within the borders of 
the European Union. Secondly, the emergence of supranational 
identity "European" is also necessary in the view of the need 
to legitimize the existence of supranational unit "European 
Union" for the citizens of the member countries" [11, p. 61].

Defi ning the concept of a "European identity", we can 
distinguish at least two approaches. Some researchers view 
it as a powerful expression of purpose that is recognized by 
many Europeans, who fi nally admitted their responsibility for 
their continent after centuries of war. [17]. Others consider the 
European identity as a combination of the values of democracy 
and civil society, rooted in Christianity.

Representative of technocratic concept of European identity 
Klaus Helm notes that "Europe, which relies on the fact that 
economic integration is initially the most important process, 
understands that the last would be strictly followed by the 
processes of union identity. …The European identity is not a 
substitute for national identity, but its complement. (Identity 
provides positive nationalism – that means a pride for your 
own country – with the deep signifi cance and increases its 
value) "[15, p. 38]. Although it should be mentioned that this 
approach is criticized in terms of the concept of multicultur-
alism as a main component of the postnational identity that 
appeals to the European political culture.

As for the Charter of the European identity, this concept is 
characterized there from different angles. Firstly, European 
identity is defi ned as a community of European citizenship’s 
living space. Secondly, European identity is seen through 
the prism of common values that originate from Christianity. 
Thirdly, only through cohesion, cooperation and unity Europe 
can effectively solve its own and the world’s problems and, as 
a result, create the European identity in future [13, p 56-57].

It appears, that in practice, as N. Pelahesha indicates, 
that a citizen of a state gets another collective identity. The 
result is that creation of a supranational entity becomes 
person’s daily reality [11, p. 62]. The European identity is an 

essential factor in the formation of the European integration 
processes. There are different approaches to the defi nition 
of the European integration notion. One of them is a fed-
eralistic one, one represented by such scientists as Aron, 
E. Rossi, P. Taylor, functionalistic one, the ideas of which 
were developed by J. Monnet, D. Mitrani, and neofunctional 
within which D. Nye, F. Schmitter, L. Lindberg, R. Hilenberg, 
E. Haas worked [5, p. 4].

According to Ukrainian researcher M. Shulga, the term 
"the European integration" sometimes can be briefl y inter-
preted as "socialization of sovereignties". Conception and 
practice of integrative development of the EU is based on 
three principles. The fi rst principle is that integration is the 
way and not the aim. This means that integration involves 
mutual benefi t and is not a panacea, but just one more tool 
for the solution of social problems. The second principle is 
that integration requires graduality, that is it shold be made 
"step by step". The third principle is that integration requires 
adequate mechanism which would allow, on the one hand, 
to perceive the existing contradictions as a source of further 
development of integration processes, and on the other hand 
making balanced solutions regarding the interests of various 
parties and bringing them to execution "[14, p. 142]. As for 
the institutional actors of formation of united Europe, Ukrai-
nian researchers W. Kopiyka and T. Shykarenko, guided by 
the principle of geographical origin, believe that among the 
structures that hold European integration but for the EU are 
the Council of Europe, the Visegrad Group, and the Com-
monwealth of Independent States.

In our opinion, the processes of European integration do 
not require from any country to lose their identity, including 
ethnocultural. This can be seen in the countries of Central and 
Eastern Europe, which having joined the European Union, have 
not dissolved in the European area, but essentially retained 
their identity defending their national interests. According to 
Austrian researcher W. Altermatti, under the conditions of 
modern European integration inevitably double and multiple 
identities would be saved: "The European Union will function 
only if people offi cially and publicly can feel themselves as the 
citizens of their states, which have a long history, and their 
affi liation to a certain culture "[3, p 145-146].

The European integration, which is accompanied by 
so-called "Westernization", objectively makes changes in 
cultural and civilization development of the countries that 
initially interact in the political-economic context, assimilat-
ing into cultural and evaluative space. Although, it should be 
noted, that if the large countries (e.g. China, India) can better 
withstand the ethno-cultural assimilation, while retaining its 
identity, then for the small European nations there is actually 
bigger threat of unifi cation in cultural development. Therefore, 
as the Ukrainian researcher M. Kozlovets highlights, "taking 
into account such processes, the European identity does not 
mean the" removal "of the national model but the develop-
ment of multilevel models of different nations and cultures 
coexistence within the European Union, the main features 
of which are multiculturalism and tolerance. The philosophy 
of European integration development can be displayed by 
formula "unity in diversity" [7, p. 79].

We have already mentioned the emphasis on European 
integration in the framework of the political and economic 
interaction. However, all such actions are developing in the 
specifi cally existing and constantly dynamic cultural contexts. 
It means that transformation today is held by people who are 
the carriers of certain cultural and mental characteristics, 
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i.e. individually unique "I-culture". In its turn interaction and 
the formation of collective identity creates general social 
"We-culture", which is endowed with the ability and desire of 
self-preservation through the mechanisms of transmission 
of cultural codes by the new generation (through traditions, 
customs and cultural patterns of conduct) and socialization 
processes [4, p. 286]. Therefore, ethnic culture appears as 
the exact means and environment for integration into the 
collective unity in confronting with globalization trends and 
the spreading of mass culture.

Almost every society (including Ukrainian) is a polyethnic. 
Therefore ethnocultural interaction within political power 
enables the realization of each ethnic community in the bor-
ders of one society and at the supranational level within, for 
instance, integrated Europe. Public policy of regulation and 
development of successful interaction plays an important role 
in the functioning of these processes. Although, this policy 
of regulation evidently should be moderate in order not to 
cause social complaint.

The European integration progress of Ukrainian society – is 
a complex process of interaction between two sociocultural 
systems with further creation of more complicated socio-
cultural system. And, as noted by foreign researcher R. Smith, 
"common cultural heritage can be determined through the 
practices and values   of the interaction of social groups, not 
connected with a specifi c country" [17, p. 287].

Nowadays global dimensions of unifi cation of ethnic and 
cultural features are shown   through mass culture, which, 
of course, also has a certain ethnocultural hue, but is a 
simplifi ed and emasculated form of identity. Its spreading on 
the general, social and individual levels occurs in the form of 
production of commercialized culture that somehow affects the 
creation of Ukrainian cultural identity. According to Ukrainian 
researcher V. Bakalchuk, "the forms of ethnic culture are the 
forms of completeness. The contents with their components, 
overwhelming their own forms, are more endowed with the 
desire to "dialogue interaction" with other cultural forms of 
ethnic groups within one society or other societies for fi lling 
new forms of culture with some meanings. This process of 
meetings and other forms of interaction with other culture 
(cultures) do not have negative character of absorption, but 
positive one in form of dialogue between cultures"[4, p. 288].

Ethnic cultural evolution for Ukrainian people during histori-
cal development was quite dramatic, especially considering 
the formation of social and cultural value systems in some 
regions under external infl uence of neighboring nations: Rus-
sia, Poland, Austria-Hungary. These features greatly affect the 
European integration process as a barrier to the development 
of a common socio-cultural system of Ukrainian society. In this 
context, the Ukrainian researcher T. Voropayeva proposes 
to use an integrative approach that would be based on the 
following principles, namely: the research of the process of 
the Ukrainian identity formation in the context of ethnogeneti-
cal, national creative and sociocultural processes; obligatory 
consideration of Ukrainian identity as a dynamic structure, for 
which nonlinear and uneven development is typical; studying 
the systematizing role of noethic (semantic) dimension of 
identifi cation process of subjects (both individual and col-
lective) [6, p. 4].

Surely, Europe has not develop uniformly and therefore 
we need to talk about a longer, than half a century integration 
period. We can not agree with such words of M. Kozlovets on 
the topic, "indeed, any other area of the world is unlikely to 
compete with Europe in terms of the intensity of philosophical, 

religious, social and political thought, and the number of its 
representatives. Where else can we fi nd the area which had 
been persistently working in all aspects of human life for 2-3 
thousand years, had left a huge number of attractions and 
retained the most active positions in all spheres of life till our 
days. Because of such intensity and proximity of the centers 
of spiritual culture, the constant interweaving of different 
national samples, we can hardly refuse the defi nition of this 
cultural space as a European one" [7, p 80-81].

The European interaction of Ukrainian society in practical 
steps is implemented through a very large number of projects 
of political, economic, educational, cultural, and social char-
acter. It includes the "European weeks", the establishment of 
"European Years" series, dedicated to the update of certain 
topics related to EU; spring annual celebration of Europe Days 
in Ukraine, also the initiative "European Capital of Culture" 
has become quite popular. The cooperation in education and 
science, with the possibilities of educational and scientifi c 
exchange programs is intense enough and ethnocultural 
interaction programs are implemented [8].

The promotion of ethnic culture opens the possibility of 
its rising from a new angle in Europe. In addition, it will cer-
tainly help to consolidate multiethnic Ukrainian society in the 
process of political nation building. Ukrainian ethnic culture 
in its interaction with the cultures of other European nations 
greatly expands the horizons of common human culture. In 
such processes prominent are the openness for cooperation 
and the tolerance that should be realized through the dialogue 
of cultures and completeness of each community. It is obvi-
ous, that such processes would have a positive impact if 
an individual is defi ned as a subject of culture through the 
interaction of individual ethnic culture and other culture. It has 
to be the bearer of the old-established cultural heritage and 
the generator of new integrating cultural codes.

Thus, Ukrainian researchers W. Sergiychuk, T. Voropayeva, 
V. Piskun among several archetypal images, that are pres-
ent in the Ukrainian consciousness, signalize the image of 
a "European man" as socially responsible, rooted in the 
Ukrainian tradition and European culture; his activities are 
based on national and universal values   [12, p. 51].

Today, the European integration processes are implemented 
through targeted measures for production and absorption of 
the whole set of meanings, symbols, ideas that are associated 
with the new Europe, that develops new European values. 
Europeans desire for integration, ethnic, cultural, historical 
and religious features appear here as the main factor. There 
is a lot of nuances which depend on the Ukrainian society 
in understanding how we would respond to such integration 
challenges. Ethnocultural defi nition is not a static concept. It 
is a long permanent dynamic process. European integration 
stimulates learning and interpenetration between rich national 
cultures. It leads to convergence and awareness of the common 
origin, values   and interests.

For ethno-cultural development of the Ukrainian community 
the integration problem is not just the interaction with Euro-
pean political and economic structures. This integration is at 
the level of the deep layers of traditional cultures with further 
elaboration of something that is in common. Ukrainian society 
should enter these processes proudly, with the outlined aim 
and objectives, as, until the recent days Europeans have been 
perceiving Ukrainian community as "others". The situation got 
better after 2004, when the European integration processes 
in Ukraine were accelerated. However, nowadays only the 
wish (often simply declarative) of Ukrainian elite is not enough, 
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because Ukrainian society should perceive, produce and 
adopt new European values. And this is a matter of gradual 
changes in Ukrainian mental characteristics.

In other words, these and other elements of ethno-cultural 
development of the Ukrainian community should unambigu-
ously prove the Ukrainian cultural and civilization ability to 
position itself as a part of joint united Europe, as, on the 
basis of a successful analytics as for European and Ukrainian 
sociocultural processes, it is possible to create a real, not just 
a declarative or desirable, program of European integration 
measures that would take into account the true interests of 
Ukrainian society. This would allow the invention of qualita-
tively new forms of supranational or national communities, 
which would correspond to the opened, but the distinctive 
personality in the West and the East.
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ATTRIBUTES OF ETHNICITY IN THE MODERN INTERPRETATION
The article is devoted to the clarifi cation of the immanent features of ethnicity underlying to the mechanisms of its preservation. 

Accordingly, the content of ethnic identity is revealed as a complex socio-cultural phenomenon.

The globalization’s reverse side highlights the specifi c 
characters of ethnic communities. That makes the identity and 
identifi cation problem and practices the major theme of general 
philosophical discussions. In this context well-known British 
scientist A. Smith rightly observes: "In the era of globalization 
and the transition we jumped whirl of confl ict on the basis of 
political identities and ethnic division" [8, p. 16]. These trends 
actualize the problem of preservation local- ethnic identity of 
the communities on the regional level .

Among Western scholars, whose names are associated 
with the ethnic theory development, one should name: Fredrik 
Barth, E. Hobsbawm, E. Gellner, H. Eidheim, J. Kuizenie, A. 
Smith, L. Warner. In the soviet science the works of Y. Bromley, 
G. Markov, O. Reshetov, Y. Semenov.

Modern Russian scientifi c thought that the ethnicity phe-
nomenon is presented by the researches of S. Artanovsky, A. 
Abashidze, B. Viner, I. Zarinov, V. Malahov, V. Tishkov. Among 
the Ukrainian scientists, whose scientifi c interests lie in this 
plane, it should be noted L. Aza, I. Varzar, T. Voropaieva, V. 
Evtukh, V. Kotygorenko, I. Kresina, O. Maiboroda, L. Nagorna, 
M. Obushny, Y. Rymarenko, O. Troshchinsky, M. Shulga.

The term "ethnicity" was introduced to the scientifi c com-
munity in 1942-1945 by the American anthropologist L. Warner. 
There was a lot of theoretical approaches to the defi nition of 
this concept, based laying different characteristics: the specifi c 
properties of groups (F. Barth), ethnic group membership (J. 
Kellas) to a variety of social relationships (T. Erickson). But 
still in the world of humanities there is no unanimity on this 
issue. That’s why we should agree with the thought of L. 
Nagorna: "Despite the stacks of papers written on the topic 

of ethnicity, this phenomenon remains an elusive and diffi cult 
to construct explanatory models" [5, p. 224].

There is a widespread use of almost synonymous terms 
"ethnicity" and "ethnic identity" in domestic and foreign literature 
. Here is an example of such operation by these terms: "... 
ethnicity (ethnic identity) is moving concept, the essence of 
which is a complex weave of congenital and acquired traits 
mythologized representations and real interests" [4, p. 33]. 
On this occasion, speaking about the diffi culty of an adequate 
defi nition of the phenomenon of ethnicity, national researcher 
L. Aza says: "By the way, due to the fact that sometimes it 
[ethnicity. – Auth] views as ethnic identity, not considering 
that the last is not identical ethnic identifi cation as a simple 
identifi cation of the individual with a particular ethnic group, 
as simultaneously refl ecting the depth of the human desire 
for such identifi cation and measure the impact of identifi cation 
on its behavior’ [10, p. 201]. As you can see, this approach 
considers ethnicity in relation to ethnic identity as a broader 
concept that refl ects the infl uence of ethnic identity on the 
individual. We stand in solidarity with such reasoned opinion. 
However, we note that in the narrower context when it comes 
solely on the fact of ethnic identifi cation of the individual, the 
concept of "ethnic identity" and "ethnicity" acceptable use 
interchangeably.

It is not diffi cult to notice that ethnicity becomes different 
colors depending on the angle disciplinary research (ethno-
psychological, ethno-sociological, ethno-political, ethno-cultural 
etc.). From the stand point of Ukrainian Studies ethnicity is 
considered in the broadest sense – as multidimensional and 
multifaceted social phenomenon, that has both irrational and 

 © Dolgonovska L., 2012


